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YORKSHIRE CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

Yorkshire
commemorates
Hiroshima & Nagasaki

Upcoming regional
strategy meeting

Don't Bank on the
Bomb: Taking up
divestment in the
region

Protest outside
Menwith Hill &
Fylingdales

Peace & Craft Fair is
back for 2021!

Join the week of action
and protest outside
DSEI Arms Fair

Latest News
Leeds celebrates the TPNW's 4th
birthday!
Emula ng the ac on carried out by
Bradford peace campaigners last
year, Leeds CND said happy birthday
to the TPNW by organising a giant
peace symbol in Millenium Square.
Many turned out and it was a great
ﬁrst step into protes ng a er months
of lockdown.

MHAC resumes its weekly
evening demonstration at
Menwith Hill spy base
There is a witness and protest led
by the Menwith Hill Accountability
Campaign outside the main
entrance to the American base
every Tuesday evening (6 – 7.30
pm). This demonstra on has been
going almost every week since July
2000. Menwith Hill is in North
Yorkshire on the A59 to Skipton
road and nine miles from
Harrogate.
Yorkshire CND and aﬃliated groups
will consider resuming its tradi on
of delega ng a local group to
a end once a month.

Could your town/city be next?
The Nuclear Ban Communi es
Campaign is going from strength to
strength across the na on, with
Shipley Town Council joining Leeds
in calling on the UK government to
back the UN ban treaty. To get
copies of our nuclear ban
communi es pledge and example
council resolu ons, call the oﬃce or
visit:
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/nbc

Yorkshire CND's Regional
Campaigners Mee ng
Since the beginning of the year, we
have been hos ng bi‐monthly
mee ngs where ac vists and
campaigners can come together to
reﬂect on what we have been up
to and what our priori es are in
the coming months. Lots of
exci ng campaigning ideas are
cooked up in this mee ngs so
make sure you get along!

6th October 6pm

#NursesNotNukes
In response to Boris Johnson’s
government increasing the UK
nuclear arsenal by up to 40% and the
Tories refusing to oﬀer nurses a
substan ve pay rise, Leeds CND and
Calder Valley CND both called
#NursesNotNukes protests in
support of NHS workers and peace.
This slogan was also taken up by
na onal CND for the an ‐nuke bloc
on the recent People's Assembly.
GDAMS 2021 - What Happened
in the UK
The Global Days Against Military
Spending, organised by the Global
Campaign On Military Spending saw
an incredible response from
campaigners across the UK and
around the world. This included
Twi erstorm, demonstra ons,
lobbying and more.

Global support for the TPNW
grows!
Since our last newsle er, several
na ons have added to the increased
pressure towards interna onal
peace and disarmament, with the
Philippines, Comoros, Chile and the
Seychelles becoming the 53rd, 54th,
55th and 56th na ons to ra fy the
UN Treaty on the Prohibi on of
Nuclear Weapons.

Peace & Craft Fair 2021
A er a year oﬀ due to lockdown the
Yorkshire CND fundraiser is back this
year on Saturday 27th November
2021 at the beau ful Victoria Hall,
Saltaire. While COVID‐19
restric ons are being li ed we are
maintaining a close eye on the latest
advice to ensure we can hold an
event which is safe for all a endees.
While we will have live music, we’ve
not yet conﬁrmed the children’s
ac vi es and cafe setup, it maybe
that we have to reduce the number
of stalls to allow for greater
distancing. If COVID‐19 restric ons
are re‐introduced in any way there is
a real possibility that we’ll have to
cancel the event.
What we’re certain about however,
is that we’ll s ll have a fantas c array
of stalls, and we are sure that the fair
will remain a popular event on the
Bradford calendar, with people
wishing to con nue to support CND,
the other campaigns, and the lovely
makers and cra s people. There are
s ll spaces remaining for campaigns
stalls so please register!
Peace and Cra Fair – Music
Programme – if you would like to
perform please contact
music@yorkshirecnd.org.uk
Register: h ps://bit.ly/3Bn9A60

The cra and arts stallholder spaces are
now all booked up. If you'd like to be kept
on a wai ng list e‐mail us on
info@yorkshirecnd.org.uk

Stop DSEI Arms Fair
Get ready to join in the resistance to
DSEI 2021.
Every two years, the global arms
trade comes to London. DSEI, one of
the world’s largest arms fairs, returns
to London’s Docklands this
September.
This is where those who proﬁt from
war, repression and injus ce do
business. This is where we can stop
them.
1,700+ arms companies plan to set
up shop, marke ng their lethal wares
to an expected 36,000+ a endees
from around the world. This year
they will be joined by companies
selling surveillance equipment,
drones and other tools of repression
to police and state agencies, as
Counter Terror Expo takes place
alongside DSEI.
Arms fair organisers Clarion hope
that DSEI will mark the arms
industry’s “commitment to a return
to live events”. A full programme of
resistance is planned! Link: h ps://
bit.ly/2YefIPZ
Each day of the week of ac on will
be themed, with talks, music, art,

Each day of the week of ac on will be
themed, with talks, music, art, workshops,
ac ons and more. Current plans include days
on Pales ne Solidarity, Climate Jus ce,
Migra on and Borders and a Fes val of
Resistance. There will be food, welfare
support and a space to pop your tent – as
well as ac ons that you can take locally or
from home – so get involved and join the
week of ac on to #StopDSEI from 6th to
16th September 2021!
For informa on, resources and to get
involved visit:

Yorkshire commemorates Hiroshima
& Nagasaki
We Banned the Bomb!
Across Yorkshire, mul ple events
were held by several local peace
groups paying their respects to
the vic ms and survivors of the
Hiroshima & Nagasaki atomic
bombings.

Yorkshire Divests!
The entering into force of the TPNW
gi s peace campaigners the backing
of interna onal law. One of the tools
in our ac vist repertoire is
divestment. Across the country and
the region: banks, pension funds and
universi es have ﬁnancial es to
nuclear weapons. It is our opinion,
that by targe ng the pockets of
those who create weapons of mass
destruc on, we might bolster the
cause of peace.
There are innumerable links between
ﬁnance, government and nuclear
weapons. The global private sector
invests $748 billion annually in
companies with an involvement in
nuclear weapons. As of 2019, the
UK was home to 26 ﬁnancial
ins tu ons with investments in
nuclear weapons manufacture. The
government’s ongoing process of
replacing their nuclear submarine
arsenal with a new Dreadnought
class, is heavily partnered with
private companies such as BAE, Rolls

Royce, and Babcock Interna onal.
Similarly, plenty of banks ﬁnance and
have investments in companies
involved in nuclear weapons
manufacture. Some, such as HSBC
and Standard Chartered, purport to
limit their involvement in these ﬁrms,
reﬂec ng the fact that all pay lip
service to some form of ethical
investment. Among pension
providers, a policy on restric ng
investment in nuclear weapons is
frequently limited to ethical funds
only, including Legal and General,
among others.
On the one hand, banks can point
out that the conﬁden ality of the
banker‐client rela onship places
limita ons on transparency. On the
other hand, pension providers are far
more accountable to their pension
scheme members on where funds
are invested and on their dialogue
with companies in which they invest.
So whilst it might be feasible for a

bank to publish detailed policies and
to explain in general terms how
policy enters into a bank’s dialogue
with clients, pensioners have greater
leverage to get their provider to
divest.
The TPNW’s language regarding
assistance is similar to that contained
in the Conven on on Cluster
Muni ons, which many countries
have interpreted as prohibi ng acts
that cover ﬁnancing. This includes
the conduct of individuals and
companies, and thus could support
divestment eﬀorts. This is certainly
the case in countries that join the
TPNW, but companies with a global
proﬁle could well face pressure to
change their investment ac vi es in
all countries, including the UK.
We’ve seen some successes with
some of the largest pension funds in
the world dives ng from nuclear
weapons: the Norwegian Sovereign
Fund and the ABP pension fund of
the Netherlands. As has the KBC
pension fund in Belgium. Deutsche
Bank of Germany and Resona
Holdings of Japan have also divested.
These have all noted the TPNW as
an underlying reason behind their
disinvestment. In the UK NEST is

currently undertaking a review of
nuclear weapons policy in light of
the TPNW.
We can learn from other
movements too who have taken to
billboards campaigns against
“climate colonialism”, pickets of
company oﬃces and persuading
local councils to drop ﬁrms from
their contracts.
A er an in al divestment mee ng
earlier in the year with Arthur West
from Don't Bank on the Bomb
Scotland, Yorkshire CND called a
successful day of ac on outside
Barclays and NatWest banks
involving peace campaigners from
Leeds, Bradford, Keighley,
Huddersﬁeld and Grassington.
Whilst the banks might not have
welcomed us, we were met with an
enthusias c response from many
consumers keen to act.
We plan to call another day of
ac on in October, organise a
webinar in conjunc on with climate
campaigns which priori se
divestment, and publish an updated
physical version of our brieﬁng.

UK support for US Space Force
The willingness of the UK to host
another US military space facility
seems like another ill‐informed and
short‐sighted move in Boris
Johnson’s vision of Britain remaining
a signiﬁcant force in the world.
Although the proposed high
powered radar installa on is dressed
up as being for our ‘security’ and to
keep track of the increasing amount
of space objects, it can also be
viewed as an escala on of the
militarisa on of space. It will
heighten interna onal tensions and,
as space systems are crucial for all
US military ac vity, will make the
UK even more of a target in any US
military confronta on.
The US has been working to achieve
and maintain a dominance in outer
space since the launch of the
Russian Sputnik in 1957. According
to US Space Force, obtaining a full
knowledge of all space objects
(Space Situa onal Awareness, SSA),
”enables the con nuous prepara on
of the ba lespace in order to ﬁght
and win a war in space. Simply put,
SSA is Space Ba le Management”.
The iden ﬁca on and tracking of
objects in orbit is carried out by a
global system of powerful
telescopes and radars. Once orbital
characteris cs have been obtained
their posi ons can be accurately

predicted. However, recent
developments in mini satellites
which move swi ly in highly
ellip cal Low Earth Orbits and also
of satellites that can be manoeuvred
in space are adding to problems.
Also, in this me of suspicion and
distrust, it has become necessary to
be able to study each object in more
detail.
The US radar at RAF Fylingdales in
North Yorkshire is already part of
the US Space Surveillance Network
run by the US Space Force. One of
its roles is to detect and track
missiles targeted at the US for their
missile defence system. But missile
defence is not purely defensive – it
can also be used to reduce or
eliminate any retalia on following a
nuclear ﬁrst strike. Menwith Hill, the
huge US Spy Base, also in North
Yorkshire, is another component of
US missile defence, ac ng as a
downlink sta on for a US space‐
based missile detec on and tracking
system.
The government is also eager to
cash in on the predicted trillion‐
dollar space industry. Overcome by
the possibility of more money for
their already rich friends, they are
ignoring environmental and other
objec ons and, with the help of
Lockheed Mar n, are establishing

rocket launch sites around the UK.
Other states are also ge ng
involved and tens of thousands of
satellites are being launched to
provide super‐fast wi‐ﬁ
communica ons for civilian and
military use – with unknown eﬀects
on health and the environment.
This drama c increase in space
objects and the dependence on
satellite numbers also means that
accidents or failures become more
likely. Such a failure in vital military
space components could lead to
catastrophic consequences and
instead of blindly following the US
line of space domina on and
control, the UK should explore ways
in which an arms race in outer space
can be prevented and space can be
explored and used peacefully by all
na ons.

Keep updated
Join the protests outside
Fylingdales and Menwith
Hill
26th September

Come along to the launch of
the new report on Menwith
Hill
2nd October @ Harrogate Quaker
Mee ng House

Keep Space 4 Week details
to be announced soon
Mid‐October
Keep an eye on the Yorkshire
CND website to stay updated

Coming up
6‐14 September ‐ Week of Ac on
Against DSEI Arms Fair
Info: h ps://bit.ly/38r2EZ8
17 September April 1.30pm ‐
Climate Emergency Walk
Info: h ps://bit.ly/3Bs9Ctz

Contacts
Bradford CND
bradford@cnd.rocks
Calder Valley CND
kathypi 725@hotmail.com or
07980 291478
Grassington Peace Group
strand@hawkswick.net

26 September April 2pm ‐ Stories of
State Surveillance and Inﬁltra on of
Peace Movements: Peace History
Conference 2021
Info: h ps://bit.ly/38tPo6k

Huddersﬁeld Peace Group
01484 846183

26 September 10am ‐ Yorkshire
marks the Interna onal Day for the
Total Elimina on of Nuclear Weapons
at Menwith Hill & Fylingdales
Info: h ps://bit.ly/3t34uZV

Keighley PJ&E Network
a.whitaker@gmx.co.uk

Save the date for Yorkshire CND's
Annual General Mee ng on 22nd
Jan 2022 ‐ it's the ﬁrst birthday of
the TPNW and we will be
celebra ng, so put it in your diary!
For up to date lis ngs of events
across the region see:
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/events
The best way to stay in touch with
rapidly changing events is to sign up

Huddersﬁeld Quakers
cara@cooptel.net

Leeds CND
07717 606189
facebook.com/LeedsCND
Sheﬃeld Crea ve Ac on for Peace
(SCRAP) 07818040982
scraptridentnow@gmail.com
Shipley CND
christopherbutler1@mac.com

Yorkshire CND
Bradford Deaf Centre
25 Hallﬁeld Rd, Bradford BD1 3RP
Oﬃce: 01274 730795
Press/Urgent: 05603 640753
info@yorkshirecnd.org.uk
facebook.com/yorkshirecnd
@YorkshireCND

