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YORKSHIRE CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

Yorkshire marks
entry into force of the
UN Nuclear Ban

Upcoming regional
strategy meeting

Who's bankrolling the
bomb? Join our new
divestment campaign

UK Govt to reverse
decades of progress
on disarmament

Global Days of Action
on Military Spending

Leeds becomes
Yorkshire's first
Nuclear Ban City

Latest News
Leeds becomes Yorkshire's first
nuclear ban city
Thanks to campaigning efforts from
Leeds CND on 13 January, Leeds City
Council became the ﬁrst Yorkshire
city to formally support for the UN
nuclear ban. The resolution proposed
by Cllr David Blackburn said, the
council:
“regrets that the Governments of the
existing nuclear weapon states,
including the UK, refuse to support the
Treaty” and “fully supports the TPNW
as one of the most effective ways to
bring about long-term and veriﬁable
multilateral nuclear disarmament and
is pleased it will be entering into force
on the 22nd January 2021”.
The Chief Executive has written to
Boris Johnson asking him to sign the
UN ban treaty.
Could your town/city be next?
The Nuclear Ban Communities
Campaign is going from strength to
strength across the nation, with
Brighton and Lancaster joining
Leeds in calling on the UK
government to back the UN ban
treaty. To get copies of our nuclear
ban communities pledge and
example council resolutions, call the
ofﬁce or visit:
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/nbc

Light in the Darkness!
As restrictions begin to lift, we're
seeing the ﬁrst of physical events.
Bradford CND is organising a
socially distanced candlelit walk
around Lister Park to celebrate the
nuclear ban (an event initially
scheduled for the 22 January). The
event will begin at the Norman Arch
entrance on 23 April at 8.30pm,
there'll be music from Bradford's
legendary Peace Artistes Street
Band and a giant CND symbol laid
out in candles. Attendees are asked
to bring facemasks and any light
source you have, be it a candle, a
torch or a paper lantern.
See the Bradford CND website for
more info: bradford.cnd.rocks

How we win! The big
Yorkshire Stategy Meeting
After the success of our 'Where
now after the Ban Treaty' event,
we're holding another heads
together on Zoom for groups and
individuals across the region. It
will be a chance to share plans and
exciting ideas of how we take the
campaign forward as we move out
of lockdown. Don't miss it!

7 April 6pm
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/strategy

New book by Angie Zelter
Lacking inspiration after a year in
lockdown? Here's something
guaranteed to rekindle your passion
for social change. Instigator of
countless campaigns, arrested over
100 times across three continents,
Angie remains a model of
uncompromising action for peace
and justice. The book is available to
buy now, from the Yorkshire CND
online shop, with 30% of the cover
price going to fund campaigns by
Trident Ploughshares.
tinyurl.com/angiezelter
Yorkshire campaigners in court
On the 19th March Yorkshire CND
campaigners appeared in court in
London over charges brought as part
of the XR Peace demonstrations at
the MoD in October 2019. In passing
the guilty verdict the magistrate said
"I don't doubt the solid science behind
your actions, that you've so clearly
laid out today. However this is a court
of law, not a court of science."
Climate change and nuclear weapons
are the greatest threats to our
survival, the science is clear, now we
must change the law.

Fight for your right to protest!
Under the cover of Covid-19, the
right to peaceful protest is under
attack. We've been here before and
history has much to teach us. As
with the criminalisation of the
Committee of 100 in 1961, we must
ensure such attempts are met with
renewed action and solidarity
between political movements. We
encourage all supporters to sign the
petition: tinyurl.com/pmdv84tv

Integrated Review shock
On 16 March the UK Government
shocked the world by announcing a
drastic increase in its nuclear arsenal.
The UK has been gradually reducing
its nuclear stockpile for over 30 years
– UK warhead numbers peaked at
492 in 1980, reducing sharply in the
1990s to today’s stockpile, estimated
at around 200 warheads. The goal
established in the 2010 defence
review was a reduction to ‘not more
than 180’ by 2025 – the latest
Integrated Review increases this
number by over 44%!
The

Nuclear policy changes
• Increases the cap on UK nuclear
stockpile for 2025 from 180 to 260
• Abandons the limit on operational
warheads (previously set at 120)
• Removes cap on maximum missiles
and warheads on each submarine
• Expands the scenarios for nuclear
use - any threat from weapons of
mass destruction or “emerging
technologies that could have a
comparable impact” - which analysts
have taken to refer to cyber-attacks

The standard explosive power of a
single UK warhead is 100 kilotons,
around 8 times the power of the
bomb dropped on Hiroshima.
Scientists for Global Responsibility

predict that as few as 100 Hiroshima
sized weapons – about one third of
the nuclear ﬁrepower of one Trident
submarine would cause severe
weather disruption across the globe,
threatening over 2 billion people
with starvation.
These dangerous moves pander to
right wing ‘punch above our weight’
ideologies that have nothing to do
with British security. They come at a
time when Russia/USA have agreed
nuclear reductions ahead of the
crucial Non-Proliferation Treaty
50th anniversary review in August.
Further undermining the NPT just as
the UN ban treaty comes into law at
best isolates the UK and at worst
sparks a new nuclear arms race.
“this could have a damaging impact
on global stability… At a time when
nuclear weapon risks are higher than
they have been since the Cold War”
S. Dujarric, chief spokesperson for UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

“if one side has more nuclear weapons,
the other side will try to catch up. And
that is the disastrous arms race we
have been in for decades”
Heiko Maas, German Foreign Minister

We cannot allow Boris Johnson's
hubris to further endanger our
world. Now is the moment to
redouble our effort and resist.

GDAMS 2021
While we'll all be justifably appalled
by the increase in nuclear numbers,
they are part of a larger reallocation
of vital public funds to weapons of
war. A brieﬁng released by the
Global Campaign on Military
Spending UK (GCOMS UK) prior to
the March budget shows:
• A total increase of £24bn in
military spending, the largest
percentage increase in over 70
years.

• This translates to around 10% for
every year of this parliament.
• This was accompanied by a 30%
reduction in UK aid to the world's
poorest and a public sector pay
freeze.

Global Days of Action on Military
Spending 10 April - 9 May 2021

Despite the Integrated Review
naming climate change as the UK's
top foreign policy priority, this is not
reﬂected in spending commitments.
Additional budget allocations for UK
carbon reduction are less than half of
those for military spending
throughout the lifetime of this
parliament.

•26 April - Global twitterstorm to
mark the release of the SIPRI 2021
ﬁgures on military spending

• 10 April - Lobby your MP

• 30 April - join the day of action on
foreign military bases.
For information, resources and to get
involved visit:
demilitarize.org.uk

We Banned
the Bomb!
TPNW
entry into
force
Before Boris Johnson's step back
to the Cold War, we had the
unbridled joy of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
entering into Law. Here are a few
of the many photos of
celebrations around the region.

Yorkshire Divests!
The entering into force of the TPNW
gifts peace campaigners the backing
of international law. One of the tools
in our activist repertoire is
divestment. Across the country and
the region: banks, pension funds and
universities have ﬁnancial ties to
nuclear weapons. It is our opinion,
that by targeting the pockets of
those who create weapons of mass
destruction, we might bolster the
cause of peace.
There are innumerable links between
ﬁnance, government and nuclear
weapons. The global private sector
invests $748 billion annually in
companies with an involvement in
nuclear weapons. As of 2019, the UK
was home to 26 ﬁnancial institutions
with investments in nuclear weapons
manufacture. The government’s
ongoing process of replacing their
nuclear submarine arsenal with a
new Dreadnought class, is heavily
partnered with private companies
such as BAE, Rolls Royce, and

Babcock International.
Similarly, plenty of banks ﬁnance and
have investments in companies
involved in nuclear weapons
manufacture. Some, such as HSBC
and Standard Chartered, purport to
limit their involvement in these ﬁrms,
reﬂecting the fact that all pay lip
service to some form of ethical
investment. Among pension
providers, a policy on restricting
investment in nuclear weapons is
frequently limited to ethical funds
only, including Legal and General,
among others.
On the one hand, banks can point out
that the conﬁdentiality of the
banker-client relationship places
limitations on transparency. On the
other hand, pension providers are far
more accountable to their pension
scheme members on where funds are
invested and on their dialogue with
companies in which they invest. So
whilst it might be feasible for a bank

to publish detailed policies and to
explain in general terms how policy
enters into a bank’s dialogue with
clients, pensioners have greater
leverage to get their provider to
divest.
The TPNW’s language regarding
assistance is similar to that contained
in the Convention on Cluster
Munitions, which many countries
have interpreted as prohibiting acts
that cover ﬁnancing. This includes
the conduct of individuals and
companies, and thus could support
divestment efforts. This is certainly
the case in countries that join the
TPNW, but companies with a global
proﬁle could well face pressure to
change their investment activities in
all countries, including the UK.
We’ve seen some successes with
some of the largest pension funds in
the world divesting from nuclear
weapons: the Norwegian Sovereign
Fund and the ABP pension fund of
the Netherlands. As has the KBC
pension fund in Belgium. Deutsche
Bank of Germany and Resona
Holdings of Japan have also divested.
These have all noted the TPNW as an
underlying reason behind their
disinvestment. In the UK NEST is

currently undertaking a review of
nuclear weapons policy in light of
the TPNW.
We can learn from other
movements too who have taken to
billboards campaigns against
“climate colonialism”, pickets of
company ofﬁces and persuading
local councils to drop ﬁrms from
their contracts.
Yorkshire CND held an intial
divestment meeting on 18th March
to kick start the campaign and are
currently working up a campaign
brieﬁng.

Take Action
Webinar - 30 March 11.30am
Making your Money Work for
Good: UK Nuclear Weapons
Financing Research Group
tinyurl.com/uknwfrg

Resources
dontbankonthebomb.com
Contact the ofﬁce to get involved
in the Yorkshire's Divestment
campaign.

Labour and the bomb
Last month John Healey MP,
Labour’s Shadow Defence Secretary
gave a speech to RUSI setting out
‘Labour’s core principles on defence
and security’. As the ﬁrst major
foriegn policy statement under the
new leadership it was clearly
designed to mark a departure. But
for us as disarmament campaigners
(especially those working within the
Labour Party) does this represent a
change in terms of policy?
The core of the speech was four key
points, the central two are of the
most interest to disarmament
campaigners:
“Second, Labour’s support for the
UK’s nuclear deterrent is nonnegotiable. Third, Labour’s
commitment to international law and
the UN, to universal human rights
and to the multilateral treaties and
organisations that uphold them, is
total”.
There is a clear contradiction within
these two points. Since early this
year nuclear weapons are illegal
under international law. The UN
treaty that banned them was agreed
by the vast majority of world states
in 2017, as a result of frustration at
the failure of nuclear states to fulﬁl
their obligations to disarm as laid
out in Article VI of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty. It is worth
noting that a poll carried out last
month found majority support for
the UK signing the Treaty – among
Labour voters 83% were in favour a
global nuclear ban, with 68%
arguing for the UK to sign the UN
ban treaty.
As debate around disarmament has
been so controversial within Labour,
current policy is a bit of a holding
position. Support for Trident
renewal is conditional on the
completion of a full defence review
(which is speciﬁcally to include
nuclear weapons). This compromise
was agreed under Ed Milliband in
2014, passed through the party’s
National Policy Forum and ratiﬁed at
Party conference that year. This has
been the position in the last three
Labour manifestos and remains
unchanged.
Healey went on to discuss the
criteria by which Labour would
judge the Government's Integrated
Review (then unpublished).
• Is there a full and forthright threat
assessment?

• Are the planned capabilities and
procurements based on a strategic
realism?
•Is the budget sufﬁcient/sustainable?

These are all valid questions to ask,
particularly around the issue of
Trident renewal. As a number of the
Party’s most fervent nuclear
supporters – from Tony Blair to
(former NATO head) George
Robertson – have acknowledged,
previous decisions around Trident
have been made on a purely political
basis, divorced from actual security
threats.
On the ﬁnal point around budget,
the UK was already the world's third
highest spender on nukes even
before recent increases. The Trident
programme has been subject to
repeated delays and cost over runs
at every stage of the procurement
process. That the Labour frontbench
so warmly welcomed such dramatic
increases in military budget at such a
time of crisis, shows they are out of
touch with both members & voters.

Take Action
Join the Labour CND lobby
on Military Spending
tinyurl.com/LabLobby

Submit a resolution to your
Branch or CLP
Example Resolutions:
tinyurl.com/yorklabcnd

Next Yorkshire Labour CND
meeting (Zoom):
5.30pm 6 April
A quick 1hr meeting, with
feedback from our Yorkshire reps
on the recent LabourCND AGM

Coming up
30 March 11.30am - Nuclear
Divestment webinar - 30 min webinar
with Kate Hudson and others.
Info: tinyurl.com/uknwfrg
6 April 5.30pm - Yorkshire Labour
CND meeting
Info: tinyurl.com/3s6ed76z
7 April 6pm - Yorkshire Region
Strategy meeting - get together of
campaigners across the region to
share ideas and actions. All welcome!
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/strategy
23 April 8.30pm - Light in the
Darkness - Bradford CND celebration
of nuclear ban, with music from the
Peace Artistes Street Band.
Norman Arch, Lister Park, Bradford
Info: bradford.cnd.rocks
For up to date listings of events
across the region see:
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/events
The best way to stay in touch with
rapidly changing events is to sign up
to our fortnightly email list.
yorkshirecnd.org.uk/newsletter

Contacts
Bradford CND
bradford@cnd.rocks
Calder Valley CND
kathypitt725@hotmail.com or
07980 291478
Grassington Peace Group
strand@hawkswick.net
Huddersﬁeld Peace Group
01484 846183
Huddersﬁeld Quakers
cara@cooptel.net
Keighley PJ&E Network
a.whitaker@gmx.co.uk
Leeds CND
07717 606189
facebook.com/LeedsCND
Shefﬁeld Creative Action for Peace
(SCRAP) 07818040982
scraptridentnow@gmail.com
Shipley CND
christopherbutler1@mac.com

Yorkshire CND
Bradford Deaf Centre
25 Hallﬁeld Rd, Bradford BD1 3RP
Ofﬁce: 01274 730795
Press/Urgent: 05603 640753
info@yorkshirecnd.org.uk
facebook.com/yorkshirecnd
@YorkshireCND

